



INDUSTRIAL HYGIENE




                 DEFINITION

Industrial Hygiene is a science and art devoted to the anticipation, recognition, evaluation, and control of those environmental factors or stresses, arising in or form the work place, which may case sickness, impaired health and well-being, or significant discomfort and inefficiency among workers or among the citizens of the community.





KEY PROGRAM CONCEPTS

Evaluation of the magnitude of the environmental factors and stresses arising in or from the workplace is done by the industrial hygienist and other safety personnel.

Industrial hygiene includes the development of corrective measures in order to minimize health hazards.  Such control procedures may include a reduction of the number of persons exposed to a problem by:


-the substitution of harmful or toxic materials with less dangerous ones.


-changing of work processes to eliminate or minimize work exposure.


-adoption of engineering controls, such as utilization of ventilation procedures,                            
-good housekeeping and the provision of proper protective work clothing.

An effective industrial hygiene program consists of three components.

These components include:


-application of knowledge to the anticipation and recognition of health hazards    
 
  arising out of work operations and processes.


-Evaluation and measurement of the magnitude of the hazard, (i.e: air 
 

 monitoring).


-control of the hazard.




STRESSES THAT AFFECT WORKERS

Hazardous waste sites pose a magnitude of health and safety concerns, any of which could result in serious illness, injury, or death.  These hazards or stresses are a function of the nature of the site as well as a consequence of the work being performed.  These stresses include: chemical, physical, biological, and ergonomic, and safety hazards.  These various factors or stresses may cause sickness, impaired health, or significant discomfort or inefficiency in workers.





CHEMICAL STRESSES
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